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The story of this cabal is still shrouded In mys-
tery. Whoever had the original papers either de-
stroyed them or left them with some one who de-
posited them in a secret place where they have been
forgotten. Persons of importance, perhaps of even
greater importance than some of those who are
known, would naturally do their utmost to prevent
being found out.

Two other enemies of Washington had unsavory
reputations in their dealings with him. One of these
was General Horatio Gates, who was known as
ambitious to be made head of the American army in
place of Washington. Gates won the Battle of Sara-
toga at which Burgoyne surrendered his British
army. Washington at that time was struggling to
keep his army in the Highlands, where he could
watch the other British forces. It was easy for any
one to make the remark that Washington had not
won a battle for many months, whereas Gates was
the hero of the chief victory thus far achieved by
the Americans. The shallow might think as they
chose, however: the backbone of the country stood
by Washington, and the trouble between him and
Gates came to no further outbreak.

The third intriguer was General Charles Lee, who,
like Gates, was an Englishman, and had served under
General Braddock, being in the disaster of Fort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eeable to the law and usage of nations,
